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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)IEI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 5-02-2006 . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-4, 17, 19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Dunkle et al (U.S. 6,454,300) in view of Tokita et al (U.S. 6,692,023). 

Dunkle et al discloses an air bag assembly for use in a vehicle for impact 
restraint, the air bag assembly comprising: an air bag cushion (20) inflatable to first and 
second amounts of expansion and deployable in an interior space of the vehicle, 
wherein said second amount of expansion is greater than said first amount of 
expansion; at least one tether (30) having a first portion (portion of tether 30 which is 
adjacent to connection point 29); wherein said first portion is supported at a first location 
(29) at the cushion (20); and wherein said at least one tether is releasably restrained 
such that the cushion is inflatable to the first amount of expansion when said at least 
one tether is so restrained and the cushion is inflatable to the second amount of 
expansion after said at least one tether is released (the tether 30 is released as shown 
in figure 2b). 

Dunkle et al discloses every element of the invention as discussed above except 
that the first portion of the tether includes a closed loop. 
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Tokita et al teaches the invention wherein the tether (20) having a first portion 
(18) which is a closed loop. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify the tether of Dunkle et al by 
providing a closed loop at the first portion of the tether as taught by Tokita et al in order 
to change the inflation angle of the airbag in a direction in which the excessive impact is 
not applied to the passenger. 

As to claims 2-4, Dunkle et al discloses the airbag assembly wherein the at least 
one tether has a second portion (23); wherein the second portion is support at a second 
location (27) substantially opposing the first location (29); wherein the at least one tether 
is is releasably restrained between the first and second portions; wherein the second 
location is either at the cushion or at a support structure which secured the cushion (see 
column 5, lines 45-50). 

As to claims 17, and 19-20, Dunkle et al discloses the airbag assembly further 
comprising a tether release mechanism (36) for releasably restraining the at least one 
tether; wherein the at least one tether includes a second loop (25) and the at least one 
tether is releasably restrained at the second loop (25). 

Allowable Subject Matter 
3. The indicated allowability of claims 2-4 are withdrawn in view of the references of 
to Dunkle et al and Tokita et al. Rejections based on the cited reference(s) are 
indicated above. 
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4. Claims 5-6, 10, 12-14, 21, and 28 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

5. Claims 22-24 are allowed. 



6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Toan C. To whose telephone number is (571) 272-6677. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (8:00-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Dickson can be reached on (571) 272-6669. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 



Response to Arguments 



Conclusion 




enter (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



